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SUBJECT: ORGANIZING MEETING OF THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP TO COMBAT 
DESERTIFICATION 

1 . US DELEGATION HAS TRIED TO PLAY CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN VERY 
UNCERTAIN STATE OF SUBJECT MEETING. BELIEVE IT CLEARLY 
DESIRABLE, HOWEVER, TO RESERVE US POSITION ON BECOMING 
PERMANENT MEMBER OF THIS CONSULTATIVE GROUP (CG) FOR FOLLOW- 
IN REASONS: 

A. EUNCTIONS, SCOPE OE WORK, AND ORGANIZATION HAVE NOT 
BREN AGREED UPON AND RANGE WIDELY DEPENDING UPON INTERESTS 
OF DELEGATION. AT ONE EXTREME SWEDEN DESIRES TO KILL CG 
OUTRIGHT. AT OTHER EXTREME INDIA WOULD LIKE TO SEE CG 

AS SUPER -MORILTZER OE NEW RESOURCES THAT UNEP COULD GRANT 
TO VARIOUS ANTI-DESERTIFICATION PROJECTS THROUOUT WORLD. 

B. MEETING HAS DISCUSSED DEMISE OE CONSULTATIVE GROUP 
FOR FOOD PRODUCTION AND INVESTMENTS (CGFPI) AND CLEAR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NAIROB 06850 03 1443Z 

STRENGTHS OF THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP OF INTERNATIONAL 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH (CGIAR). MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
OF SUDAN MADE ELOQUANT PLEA THAT EXPERIENCE WITH 
THESE TWO CONSULTATIVE GROUPS SHOULD GUIDE THE ESTAB- 
LISHMENT OF SUCH GROUP. CHAIRMAN TOLBA DOES NOT SEEM 
TO FEEL THAT RESEARCH FOCUSED ON ANTI-DESERTIFICATION 
SHOULD BE THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY OF SUBJECT CG. INSTEAD 
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HE SEEMS OBSESSED WITH HIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY MANDATE TO 
MOBILIZE AND MOST LIKELY CONTROL ADDITIONAL RESOURCES TO 
COMBAT DESERTIEICATION. 

2. US DELEGATION INDICATED WILLINGNESS TO INFORM SUBJECT 
CG, IE ESTABLISHED, ON A CONTINUING BASIS ITS EXPERIENCE 

WITH THE GOVERNMENT OE MEXICO IN COMBATTING DESERTIEICATION 
IN BORDER REGION, I.E., SOUTHWEST US. ALSO US WOULD BE 
WILLING TO PRESENT PERIODICALLY THE AID ANTI-DESERTIEICATION 
PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

3. GUIDANCE WOULD BE WELCOME ON EXTENT TO WHICH US SHOULD 
EXPRESS RELUCTANCE TO EVENTUALLY JOIN SUBJECT CONSULTATIVE 
GROUP WITH PRIMARY EOCUS, AS CONCEIVED BY CHAIRMAN 
TOLBA, EOR UNEP TO MOBILIZE AND COORDINATE ADDITIONAL 
EINANCIAL RESOURCES. ALTHOUGH TOLBA DESIRES DECISION BY US 
AS TO ITS MEMBERSHIP IN CG BY MAY 12, HE WAS INEORMED THAT 
SUCH A PROMPT DECISION BY USG MOST UNLIKELY. ISSUE 

NOW IS WHETHER CG SHOULD EVEN COME INTO EXISTENCE. GUIDANCE 
REQUESTED. 

LE MELEE 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEMBERSHIP, SOIL CONSERVATION, COMMITTEE MEETINGS, CONSULTANTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978NAIROB06850 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 88-0868 

Format: TEL 
From: NAIROBI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780597/aaaadffh.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 853323a5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2805061 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ORGANIZING MEETING OF THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION 
TAGS: SENV, PORG, US, UNEP 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/853323a5-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



